Are all sins Equal in the Eyes of God?
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Someone is quoted as saying, “A lie can travel halfway around the world while truth is still trying to put its shoes on,” which leads me to discuss the following e-mail I received:  “Let me say right up front, sin is sin in God's eyes.  No sin is greater than another, whether it be the sin of murder, adultery, stealing, lying, gossiping, or gluttony.”  

First of all, there is not a great deal to be said about such a statement without being rhetorical.  The whole analogy strikes in the face of civilized thought that is so basic to Christian teaching it hardly begs discussion.  If such a claim were made law, our country would obviously go into a state of anarchy.  

This insane thought is simply more rhetoric used by many modern day churches to defuse their responsibility in preserving mandates given by God.  In an attempt to justify noninvolvement in controversial issues, most churches and some entire denominations have abandoned entrusted laws of morality and civil decency in favor of a misguided sense of compassion by “leveling the playing field” regarding various sins.  As insinuated by the previous writer, why fight abortion if it is no worse a sin than gossiping?  

The Christian Church has been invaded in recent years by a theology that is totally foreign to the teaching of basic Christianity.  Half of those who attend church have either had a divorce, are “shaking-up” or have committed adultery, have a gambling, alcohol, or pornography addiction, have been involved in an abortion, or have a friend or relative who is a sodomite, and only God knows what else.  For fear of offending these people and loosing contributions, clergy “level the playing field” regarding these and other traditional evils.  Very rarely are specific sins such as just mentioned discussed within our churches.  But if discussion becomes unavoidable, the implication is brought that the person committing one of these offences is no worse than those guilty of gossiping or gluttony.  It’s again being willing to tolerate sin in the camp for thirty pieces of silver.
Most deception used to substantiate this equality of sin is taken from Paul’s statement in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  The Greek meaning for sinning is to literally “miss the mark” and “not share in the prize.”  This analogy is derived from ancient archery contests where the person who “missed the mark” was referred to as “sinning,” and therefore, would “fall short of the glory of the prize,” and that’s all that it means!  The verse has nothing to do with sins being equal in “God’s eyes,” it only infers that all of us have “missed the mark” from time to time. 

We worship a holy God – not a “good-buddy.”  It is impossible to research scripture without acknowledging the fact that God promises to punish unrepentant sin.  Are all sins equal in the eyes of God?  No, in fact, they are extremely unequal!  It is also a fact that God clearly orders, in the great book of Leviticus, punishments to be imposed according to the severity of the sin committed.  First Corinthians is specific in mentioning various sins that keep an unrepentant sinner from the Kingdom of God, indicating a degree of punishment according to the sin.  Murder is a sin and gluttony is a sin, but these sins carry with them very different consequences and therefore different punishments.  

We often question why our prayers are not answered regarding an end to the many great evils of our day.  The answer is because God is not only loving but also just, and punishes crimes according to the severity of the evil committed!  “For whatever a man sows, that he will also reap” (Gal 6:7).  If He finds us unworthy, He will not save our society as He did not save His Old Testament Church that fell captive to Babylon.     
Common sense tells us there must be different penalties imposed for different crimes, and all civilized governments direct such penalties.  Crimes such as murder carry with them a greater degree of punishment than, for example, that of gluttony.  It is always a sin to cooperate in evil, but the gravity of the sin depends on the nature of one’s cooperation.  As an example, the driver of the “get-away” car may be guilty of a crime, but not as much so as the person who robbed the bank and shot the teller.  
I heard a gentleman who was involved with prison ministries say, “I never discuss their crimes, because we are all sinners in God’s eyes.”  Although his statement is true, such an analogy is deceptive and misleading if used to “level the playing field” of the crime committed.  Some of the prisoners referred to are in prison for stealing bread, while others may be on death row for murder.  For the betterment of civilized society, government directs punishment according to the degree the crime has on society.  God does the same and so must we!         

The current day philosophy of “how much can I get away with and still go to heaven,” is not rational nor is it consistent with Christian theology.  There is a new “evangelism movement” within church today, Catholic and Protestant, to remove any specific sin from the Gospel which could cause controversy or disagreement within the church body, and that only to “believe” is enough.  I sat in church services and heard the pastor shockingly and ignorantly say, “Sin will not keep you from heaven.  Christ did it all,” an implication that there is sin in heaven.  I heard a Catholic priest say, “If you are worried about salvation, don’t be.  Just go home and be good to each other, then you will have nothing to worry about.”  To speak against sin is now considered in most churches sin itself!  Millions know Christ “died to save sinners,” yet do not know what sin is, and that once having accepted Christ they need to prove their acceptance by living a life of obedience to God’s Ten Commandments, otherwise their “acceptance” was obviously not sincere.   

Sin is at the center of the Gospel of Christ, and if not disciplined correctly a theology of Freud is promoted (not Christianity) where responsibility for one’s actions becomes irrelevant.  To preach that the act of slaughtering unborn children or to deliberately spread AIDS throughout our country is no worse a sin than overeating, is a detriment to any ministry fighting to counter these evils, and an abomination to the cause of Christ!

